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This is a time of great excitement and growth at CASA. We welcome this opportunity 

to thank you for all you have done to support our children and our goal of providing a Court Appointed Special 

Advocate for every child in foster care who needs one.

Because of you and your support, this year we matched a record number of 254 children and youth with a 

consistent, caring adult – a 12% increase over last year. Although statistics are important, the most important 

thing was that 28 more children had an Advocate who made sure they received the physical, emotional, and 

educational support they needed. Through your support, CASA was also able to recruit, train and supervise 

over 250 volunteers this year who have a life-changing impact on these children and youth.

Your gifts were instrumental in enabling us to launch a program for children age birth to 5. These very young 

children represent those most at risk for abuse, and the most in need of intervention to ensure proper brain 

development and a safe, permanent home. Adding these infants and toddlers to those we serve ensures that 

we support the full spectrum of children in foster care, from birth to age 21. 

An Advocacy Plan is developed for each and every child. Through this Plan, the Advocate supports the child 

or youth’s developmental, social, emotional, and educational needs. Always at the forefront is finding an 

answer to the question – how can we best help this child or young person until they are reunified with their 

family or find a new, permanent, loving home? 

We believe that every child in foster care has the right to a healthy, safe and happy life. We extend our profound 

gratitude to you for being a part of the CASA community that is making this a reality.

Mary Shartle Cynthia Druley

President, Board of Directors Executive Director

The CASA 2015-2016 Annual Report covers 
July 1, 2015 to June 30, 2016.

CASA – Court Appointed Special
Advocates of Santa Cruz County
813 Freedom Boulevard
Watsonville, CA 95076
T: 831.761.2956 F: 831.761.2913
Non-profit Tax ID # 77-0305354

www.casaofsantacruz.org
www.facebook.com/CASAScruz
www.twitter.com/CASAScruz

2016-17 BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Mary Shartle, President
David Fulton, Vice President
Phuong Mayer, Treasurer
Janis Ost, Secretary
Mary Dean, Immediate Past President
Mary Alsip
Leroy Elkin
Margaret Gordon
Teall Messer
Michelle Messersmith
Francisco Ponce
Jenni Veitch-Olson

2

...FOR CHILDREN AND YOUTH IN FOSTER CARE.

CASA ANNUAL REPORT FY 2015-2016

2016-17 FRIENDS OF CASA

Nancy Whaley, Chair
John David, Co-Chair
Florence Lesar, Secretary
Anne Young, Immediate 
 Past Chair
Laurie Aiello
Dave Bartlett
Kay Bartlett
Diane Deaver
Marian Desperasti
Marilyn Fanucci
Jenni Fox
Jennifer Gardner
Ashley Halderman

Nick Hartman
Sandy Hartman
Lynn Hawkinson
Wendy Hurst
Dale Johnson
Patsy Marinelli
Marilyn Maurer
Claire McAdams
Jackie McDow
Sue Murphy
Joan Osborne
Cynthia Rees
Liz Riehl
Kent Thompson



By the time he was 13 years old, Joseph had experienced more 

loss and trauma than most people experience in a lifetime. 

With an absent father, the death of his mother and, very shortly 

afterward, the death of his aunt who was caring for him, Joseph 

entered a group home. With no parental support or guidance, he 

became involved in gangs. At that time in his life, it was hard for 

anyone – including Joseph himself – to imagine a better life.

However, in the summer of 2009 something positive did happen in 

Joseph’s life. He met Larry Willis, the volunteer Advocate he was 

matched with. As Joseph’s social worker said, ”This was just what 

Joseph needed. Larry was matter-of-fact, and talked directly to 

Joseph. He always seemed to understand just what Joseph needed. 

They had a perfect balance.“

That “perfect balance” was not always perfect, as Joseph and Larry 

can attest to. Joseph said, “I probably was in and out of high school 

15 times. Sometimes I didn’t last more than a week.” Larry quipped, 

“A week? Sometimes you barely lasted a day!”

But Joseph persevered – and Larry stayed with him. Joseph eventually 

moved to Sacramento with his girlfriend, where he finished high 

school. Joseph would attend his court hearings over the phone when 

Judge Denine Guy was on the bench. Through it all, Joseph and 

Larry stayed in touch.  Larry would drive up to Sacramento once a 

month to spend time with Joseph, who began working full-time as a 

security guard.

Joseph aged out of the dependency care system in June of 2015, 

at the age of 21. Larry continues to be a solid support for him and, 

as Joseph moves forward in creating the life he always dreamed of, 

Larry remains by his side.

[To view a video of Joseph’s story, in his own words, visit CASA’s web 

site at www.casaofsantacruz.org.]

This was just what Joseph 
needed. Larry was 
matter-of-fact, and talked 
directly to Joseph. 
He always seemed to 
understand just what 
Joseph needed. They had 
a perfect balance.

Y O U T H  &  A D V O C AT E

WILLIS 
LARRYJOSEPH

ONTEVERIO&
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Coming from a blended family, where she became 

an aunt when she was eight years old, Lani 

has always loved infants. “I believe in early 

intervention and assistance for families in crisis, 

especially for very young children,” Lani said. “CASA’s 

Birth to 5 program was the perfect match for me.” It 

was no wonder, then, that she chose to be matched 

with “Brian,” a 1½ year old who was removed from 

his home when he was just seven months old. 

Brian’s first days with his foster family were difficult. 

Accustomed to being hungry, he expressed his needs 

through pitched screaming. His foster mother taught 

Brian how to sign the words for “hungry,” “more,” 

and “all done.” Lani knew right then that this family 

was completely engaged with Brian. “What they really 

needed was encouragement for all they had taken on, 

and that’s what I was able to provide,” Lani said. 

“Simple statements like, ‘You’re such a good mother,’ 

and ‘You’re doing a good job,’ are things caregivers 

really need to hear.” 

As an Advocate for a child under the age of three, Lani 

spent time with Brian at his foster family’s home, rather 

than taking him out in the community. She provided the 

foster parents with information on programs for Brian, 

including Early Head Start, and became the “recorder” 

of Brian’s development and the things he loves to do. 

“Brian’s foster family lives in a little rural homestead, 

with lots of opportunity for Brian to run and play outside 

with his two foster sisters,” Lani said. “It gives me lots of 

opportunities to observe and report his progress in the 

reports I write for the court, but in a nonintrusive way.”

Brian is thriving, and has bonded with his entire foster 

family. If all continues to go well, he may have found his 

forever family. Asked if she would take another infant 

when Brian’s case closes, Lani said, “In a heartbeat.”

GIOVANETTI
LANIA D V O C AT E

Visiting Brian at his foster 
family’s home gave me lots of 
opportunities to observe his 
progress for the reports I wrote 
for court.
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René remembers first meeting “Miguel” 

when the boy was just two years old. 

Miguel and his siblings had been removed 

from their home because of severe neglect, 

and placed with a foster family. As a 

bilingual Latino man, René was a good 

match for Miguel. Still, “Miguel was initially 

very timid” Rene said. “When we went out 

to places like the park, he never played with 

the other kids.” 

Even at such a young age, Miguel was always 

on his guard. René said, “Miguel was very 

nervous whenever he heard sirens and would 

ask, ‘Are the cops coming to get me?’ It was 

clear he was really traumatized.” Slowly but 

surely, René began building a bond with 

Miguel. After hearing Miguel say that he 

was a “bad boy,” René made sure to praise 

him, and offer him positive reinforcement. 

He could see the change in Miguel. “Having 

someone there that believed in him really 

changed Miguel’s outlook,” René said. “He 

had lost hope in the good in people; as his 

Advocate, I wanted to show him that some 

people really are good.” 

With the help of a caring foster family, the Head 

Start program, and René’s consistent presence, 

Miguel – now four years old – is a different boy. 

His verbal skills, in both English and Spanish, 

have seen remarkable improvement. Miguel 

now gravitates towards other children, and 

loves making new friends. His future is bright; 

he and his sisters will soon be adopted by their 

foster family. 

René said, “I found with Miguel that just 2 

hours a week on my part made a huge difference 

in his life. As Advocates, we really are helping 

shape the future of our community.”

MORENO
RENÉ A D V O C AT E

Having someone 
there that believed 
in him really 
changed Miguel’s 
outlook. He had 
lost hope in the 
good in people; 
as his Advocate,
I wanted to show 
him that some 
people really are 
good.
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In the 31 years Letty and Lane have been together, they’ve built a 

marriage, a family, financial success, and a spirit of giving that has 

benefited many different organizations, including CASA. As a current 

volunteer Advocate for a teenage girl, Letty said, “I’m all about the kids.” 

She discovered how important it was to her CASA teen that Letty was a 

volunteer. “My girl was so taken by the fact that I wanted to volunteer 

my time to be with her,” Letty said. “It’s one of the many reasons we give 

to CASA; I’ve seen firsthand how important it is to support the volunteer 

concept of the organization.”

Letty and Lane both have their passions when it comes to giving back 

to the community. However, Lane said, “I got excited about CASA 

because I saw Letty’s passion for the organization, and the youth 

being served.” 

The gifts Lane and Letty have made to CASA have made a profound 

impact on the lives of children and youth in foster care. “That’s important 

to us,” they said. “We want to make an impact.” They both talk 

about how wonderful it is to be in a position to help others who need 

their support. “We have great empathy for the CASA children, and 

a great appreciation for our own good fortune,” Lane said. “That’s a 

combination that resonates with us, and guides our giving.”

BESS
 LETTY

6 CASA ANNUAL REPORT FY 2015-2016

D O N O R S &LANE

I’ve seen firsthand how 
important it is to support 
the volunteer concept of 
the organization.
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$100,000 +

Donor Advised Fund at the Silicon Valley 
   Community Foundation
Donor Advised Fund at the Jewish Communal Fund

$50,000 - $99,000

County of Santa Cruz
Judicial Council of California

$30,000 - $49,000

Adam Richter Charitable Trust (Bequest)
Bright Horizon Fund at Fidelity Charitable
Monterey Peninsula Foundation

$10,000 - $29,999

Anonymous
The Bess Family Charitable Fund
Caroline’s Thrift Shop
Community Foundation Santa Cruz County
Donor Advised Fund at the East Bay Community 
   Foundation
The David B. Gold Foundation
Lakeside Organic Gardens
National CASA Association
Janis Ost
Richard and Mary Solari Charitable Trust
United Way of Santa Cruz County
Melanie Kett Wirtanen

$5,000 - $9,999

Alliance Member Services Employees
Anonymous (3 donors)
City of Santa Cruz
Newman’s Own Foundation
George Ow, Jr. and Gail Michaelis Ow
Kenneth Rainin Foundation
J. Miles and Rosanne Reiter
Pam Santacroce
Toole Fund*
Yogis from the Heart (Jenni Fox & Paul Gould)

$2,500 - $4,999

Anonymous
California Giant Berry Farms
City of Capitola
Richard Coffey and Family
Miriam and Michael Cohen
Cyclists for Cultural Exchange
First Dollar Foundation
Ron Goodman

James Hogan
Dale Johnson and Isebill Gruhn
Katz-Lapides Family Fund*
Diane and Shah Kazemi
Lenore and Howard Klein Foundation, Inc.
Marilyn and Ken Koll
Jan Lange
Tom Lehrer
Megan and John Martinelli
Judy McAfee
Charles and Anna M. Pedrazzini 
 Charitable Foundation
Sunrise Rotary of Santa Cruz
Jeff and Adele Talmadge
Kent Thompson
Ken and Sonia Westphal

$1,000 - $2,499

Mary Alsip
Janet Bell
Richard Benthin
Big Creek Lumber
Mary and Harry Blanchard
Judy Boemer
Debbie Boscoe
Jerome Bullert
C & N Tractor
California CASA Association
Elizabeth Carbine
Cartwright, Scruggs, Fulton & Walther
Kate and Fred Chen
City of Scotts Valley
City of Watsonville
Michael and Barbara Clark
Susan and Kenneth Coale
Mary Dean and Mark Linder
Diane and Doug Deaver
Robert and Kay Denike
Fort Fund for Ethics, Wisdom, and Solving Social 
   and Health Problems
Margaret Gordon
Dan and Marina Harkins
Sandy and Nick Hartman
Genelle and Wes Heim
Amber Henninger
Patricia and Eric Hildinger
Conrad N. Hilton Foundation
Chris and Greg Hoberg
Cheri Huber
Laurie and Peter Hunkel
Jean and Ed Kelly Foundation
Charles and Jacque Kessinger
Julie and Ralph Kimball
John Lehr
Florence and Keith Lesar
Carolyn and Robert Levering
LICA--Local Independent Charities of America
Jack O’Neill

Rowland and Pat Rebele
Cynthia and Burt Rees
Renee Roe
Roseman Berke Family Charitable Fund 
Rotary Club of Watsonville
Santa Cruz Woodies
Frank and Carol Saveria
Laurie and Mark Scurich
Karen Semingson
Mary Shartle and Harry Smeenk
Soledad Veterans Service Center
Robert Stephens Fund
Melanie Stern
Trinity Presbyterian Church
Wavecrest Wealth Management/Roberta Hunter
Rachel Wedeen and Debbie Harless
Lance and Abby Wexler
Nancy Whaley
James and Anne Young

$500 - $999

AB Cleaners
Elida Aron
The Bagelry
Jacqueline Baker
Bay Federal Credit Union
Susan and John Benich
Richard and Made Berg
Duane and Wendy Berndt
Vivian and Michael Brown
Cabrillo Host Lions Club
Willie Case
Agnes Chien
Coast Hills
Coffey Fire Protection, Inc.
Margy Cottle
Robert and Diane Deacon
Almeda Decell
Barbara Downs and John Chilton
Driscoll’s Strawberry Associates, Inc.
Cynthia Druley
Lisa Dunn
Terry and Mark Eastman
Jeff Eby and Ann Durbin
Les Forster and Mary Gaukel-Forster
Rocky and Judy Franich Fund*
John and Peg Gallagher
George and Ellen Fund
Robert and Ashley Halderman
Hogan and Pinckney, Inc.
Carolyn and Fred Irvine
Kevin Kelem
Steven Lange
Gail Levine
Veronica Lopes
Richard Maloof
Marilyn and Jerry Maurer
David Mercier and Jessica Cassman

TO CASA
CASA of Santa Cruz County is grateful to the following individuals, businesses, foundations and government 
agencies whose contributions from July 1, 2015 through June 30, 2016 made our work possible.

*A Donor Advised Fund at Community Foundation Santa Cruz County

GIFTS



Michelle and Jeff Messersmith
Burt and Marlene Nanus
Joan Osborne
Jill Perry
Francisco and Leticia Ponce
Daniel and Mary Reeves Foundation
Joy and Elio Rodoni
Debra Rollinson
Paul and Betsy Ronzano
Dorothy Ruby
Sacks Family Fund*
Neal and Kathy Swanson
Leo White
Mindy and Boone White
Craig and Peg Wynn
Joanne and Tom Young

$250 - $499

A & A Organic Farms
Joanne and Richard Allen
Rob and Christine Allen
Anchor Stone Company
Julia Armstrong-Zwart and Frank Zwart
Bill and Karen Bachan
Patricia and William Barton
Benevity Community Impact Fund (individual donors)
Ted Benhari
Nathan Benjamin Law Offices
Anna and Brian Bibighaus
Pattie Blade
Wayne Boss
Marilyn and Andrew Calciano Family Fund*
Ceil Cirillo
Jonathan Collins
Austin Comstock
Rebecca Connolly
Maggie and Jim Cook
Corralitos Women’s Club
Dacia Cruz
Caroline Currie
John David
Steve Davis
Christopher Dietz
Digital Dynamics
Ann and John Dizikes
David Doolin and Elizabeth Clifton
Emily and Lee Duffus
Mary East-Draut
Philip Ernstrom
Robert and Maria Finegan
Wayne Estelle and Anne Flores
Mary Eileen Farley
Karen and Tom Gill
Karen Gosling
Sheila and Dean Gottehrer
Sally Griffin
Lori and Andy Halliday
Eileen Hodson and Steve Kennedy
Lori and Johnny Hoover
Greg and Lynn Howerton
Wendy and Lowell Hurst

Quitanne and Jim Ingalls
Deborah and James Jacobson
Debra Jones and Robert Stephens
Lawrence Kaplan and Fran Lowenhardt
Mary Kashmar and David Stewart
David Katzenstein
Herbert Kelly
Susan Kerr
Ellen Kimmel
Ted Kirkiles
David and Mary Anne Kramer-Urner
Marian Langdon and Glen Langdon, Jr.
Linda Larkin
Margaret Leonard and Clare Sheils
Norman Lezin
Lighthouse Bank
Nasreen Mahmud
Janice Manabe and Lou Jemison
Lynn Marcus-Wyner
Cindy Margolin
Patsy and George Marinelli
Phuong and Brian Mayer
Jacqueline and William McDow
Martha McGinnis
Teall and Cindy Messer
Nancy and Steve Miller
Michael Milward and Ellen Vogt
Paul and Lois Murray
Henry and Nancy Niles
Martina and Will O’Sullivan
Earleen Overend and Wayne Palmer
Jocelyn Parker
Brian and Dorothy Parselle
Diane and Stephen Pereira
Tracy Petznick
Porter Fund
Donna and Gary Prochazka
Robert and Paula Quinn
Retired Public Employees Assoc. of CA, Chapter #80
Yvonne and Gino Rinaldi
Mary Anne Sawi
Jan and Jerry Schumb
Casey Schutte
Bob Scott
Fran and Tom Scully
Katie Shank
Kris Sidman-Gale and Jacob Sidman-Gale 
   Youth Development Fund
Stephen Siegel
Christine Sodt
Ruth Souza
St. Andrew Presbyterian Church
Carli and Stan Stevens
Bunny Stillman-Rodoni and Mario Rodoni
Sue Struck
Leanne and Roger Sugimoto
Angela Surkis
Sheillah Sweeney
Betsie and David Tanza
Tom Tatum and Linden McNeilly
Vanessa Tollefson
Trinity Lutheran Church
Lonnie Truax and Ian MacGregor

Jenni Veitch-Olson and Robby Olson
Michael and Anne Watkins
Hayden White and Margaret Brose-White
Jon and Jill Winston
Susan and Bill Wishon
Steven Yellin
Bjorg Yonts
Anne and Bob Young
Judy and Richard Zscheile

$100 - $249

Wendy Abowd
Karen Ackland and Larry Korbus
Barbara and Ron Albright
Carol and Tom Alexander
Jeffrey Alford and Brenda Barcelo
Jeff Almquist
Alper Family Philanthropic Fund
Lynne and Dan Alper
Howard Allen & Company
Karen Ames
Buzz and Jennie Anderson
Kit Anderton
Leslie and Richard Andrews
Mary Fran Archer
Carmen Arriaga-Kumasaka and Andrew Kumasaka
Tricia Baker
Ruthanne Baker-Mander
Judith Balsam and Michael Johnson
Sharon Banks
Martin and Barbara Bargetto
David and Susan Baskerville
Kim Baskett
Joe and Christina Bassani
Katie and Phil Bates
Tony and Richard Beale
Trish Beckwith
Jean and Michael Beebe
Gloria Behman
Ralph and Lisa Berman
Bruce Berwald
Gene Bettencourt
Christine Bloome
Cathy Bonino
Jill Booth
Madeline Boriss Law Offices
Rita Bottoms
Venetia Bradfield
Lillian Brenwasser
Mindi Broughton
Bunch Family Giving Fund
Ann Butler
BWB Associates
Cafe Sparrow
Patrick and Carla Carstens
Cassidy’s Pizza
Marta Cieslak
May and Mike Clark
Joanne Clever
Angela Cline
Shirley Coleman
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Kathleen Condon
Diane Craddock and David Hogye
Rosemary and Albert Crevello
Earle and Dirkje Coutant
Anne and Jon Cross
Joan Culbertson
Al and Linda DaValle
Joseph Davis
Meagan Davis
Kris De La Lama
Jan and Robert DeWitt
Daryl Dichek
Maryellen and Lawrence Dick
Jo Anne and Arthur Dlott
Judith and Samuel Allan Dorosin
William Doty
Nancy Drinkard
Tom and Sandi Druley
The Georgeann C. Eiskamp Family Trust
Tami Ellis
Judy Everett
Perian Hanlon Fein and Ken Fein
Richard Ferdinand
Jan Fincher
Willa Fisher
Alicia and Arturo Flores
Joel Anne and Mahlon Foote
Elissa Forsyth
Liz Foster
Lesley Franz
Harry Friedman
Carol Fuller
Douglas Gaebe
Jennifer Gardner and Sheldon Satnick
Greta Gibson
Jim Gilcrest
John Gillette
Allen and Shirley Ginzburg
Kathie Gomes
John and Nancy Goodrich
Carmel Granger
Lynne and Gary Greene
Nancy Gregg
Joan and Jerry Griffiths
Laura and Marc Grossman
Grunsky Ebey Farrar & Howell
Denine Guy and Berkley Brannon
Ken Haber
Carin Hanna
Lori Hansel
Amy and David Harrington
Lynn and Ron Hawkinson
William Hays
Sophie Heiken
Julie Henney
Dale Henry
Jeannie Herrick
Dina Hoffman
Peter Holland and Dolores Saluppo
Beth Hooley
Jeanne Howard
Chris Hyde
Dottie and Hal Hyde
Marilyn Hyde

Cindy Jackson
Beverly and Paul Jensen
Iris Jensen
Carolyn Johnson
John and Jane Jordan
Kappa Alpha Theta
Mike and Kathy Kashmar
Patrice and Bob Keet
Judy Kennedy
Trisha and Brandon Kett
Margaret Kiedrowski
Diane and Richard Klein
Jeanne Korns
Melanie and  Thomas Larson
Elana Laub
Susan Laughlin
Sue Lawson
Barbara Lee
Courtney Leibrock
Linda Leigh
Charles and Karen Leigh-Wood
Alan and Judy Levin
Nicole Lezin
Anne Lynn
Harriet Mainis
Paul Marigonda
Thomas Marini
Marty and Bob Martin
Elenita Mathew
Ray Mathews
Mary McCann-Jenni
Elizabeth McClure
Kari McGee
Kathi and Mike Melville
Russell and Jackie Menk
Suzy Meskan
Hila and Jack Michaelsen
Heather Morse
JoAnne Myall
Richard Nanas
Kelly and Maria Nesheim
Newcomers Club of Santa Cruz County
Martina Nicholson
Judy and Harvey Nickelson
Ann and Steve Niemann
Anne Olson
Peter Olson
Ellen Ortiz
Joe and Gayle Ortiz
Lisa Palm
Vicki Parry
Michael Paynter and Stacy Smith-Paynter
Betty and Eugene Peterson
Catherine A. Philpovitch Attorney at Law
Howard and Shirley Pickle
Casey Protti
Aneita and John Radov
Kathy Reed
Kristin and James Reichmuch
Redwood Riders
Liz and Mark Riehl
Diana Rothman
Jennifer Russell
Sandra and Peter Sanford

Santa Cruz County Bank
Montserrat Sanz
Shannon Schaeffer
James and Christa Scheer
Mina Shafipour
Geraldine and Frank Shelley
Richard and Linda Shinofield
Jeff Smeenk
Robert Smeenk
June Smith
Kristine Smith
Anne Marie Sorcenelli
Rochelle Specht
Dr. Michael Spellman
Douglas Spitzer
Kathy St. Leger-Barter
Suzan Stauffer
Catherine Steele
Samuel and Paty Stevens
May Lou Stewart
Linda Stroh
Stowe Construction, Inc.
Angela Surkis
Claire Swetland
Joan Tanzer
R.K Thompson
Wendy Thompson
Fred and Jan Tomlinson
Anastasia Torres-Gil
Jane Tremayne
Tu Truong
Terry and Norman Turner
Uptown Ladies
Valencia Creek Farm
Elizabeth Van Wagenen
Mary Jo Walker and Kevin Collins
Lila Walsh
Phyllis and Dick Wasserstrom
Eli and Miryam Weber
Carol and Jim Weir
Christine Weir
Steve Weiss
Jack Western
Dee Weybright
John Whaley
Kristina Whaley
Evans Whitaker and Deborah Bronstein
Lynzy Williams
George Carter Wilson
Vicky and Wally Wilson
Susan and Jonathan Wittwer
Jean Wolff
Janet Wagley
Suzie and George Wren
Anne and Lin Wyant
Geri Zaballos
Brian Zanze
Janice and John Zappa

*Donor Advised Fund at Community Foundation Santa 
Cruz County
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OUR CHILDREN’S FUTURE
CASA’S LEGACY SOCIETY:

Create your own CASA Legacy
Your gift can help future generations of children and youth in foster care receive the advocacy 

and support they need. There are many ways to make a legacy gift. A few simple options 

include designating CASA as a beneficiary in retirement accounts, bequests, and gifts that 

generate income for life. These are small changes that can make a significant difference for 

all the children we hope to serve in the future. Please call us for more information.

Thank you to our Legacy Donors
CASA’s Legacy Society honors those who have provided for CASA of Santa Cruz County 

through an estate gift. Legacy supporters are diverse, and come from all walks of life. Yet 

they share a common interest – to ensure that capable, consistent, caring advocacy will be 

available for future generations of CASA children.

We would like to extend a very special thank you to the following generous individuals who 

have designated CASA in a bequest or as a beneficiary of their estate:

Have you already included CASA in your will or made another legacy gift? Please let us 

know so we may thank you for your thoughtfulness and your belief in our future. Your visibility 

encourages others to step forward.

Dave and Kay Bartlett

Janet Bell

Susan & Kenneth Coale

Joan Cook (realized)

Darryl Dill (bequest)

Cynthia Druley

Wilma M. Gawthrop

Margaret Gordon

Amy & David Harrington

Dale Johnson & Isebill Gruhn

Leola Lapides & Bob Katz

Lynda Leigh

Cindy Margolin

Teall and Cynthia Messer

Adam Richter Charitable Trust  
  (realized)

Nancy & Ray Sherrod

Kent Thompson

Lonnie Truax & Ian MacGregor
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F I S C A L  Y E A R 
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American
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American

Bi-Racial

African
American

Caucasian

Individuals
71%

$833,225

Events
12%

$142,651

Government
11%

$135,499

Foundations
4%

$54,566

Other
2%

$25,758
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84 ce
nt

s of every dollar donated 
goes to services that directly 
support the advocacy of foster 
children in Santa Cruz County.

Volunteer Information
Volunteer hours ...22,897
Inkind Value .. $603,000

2013 2014 2015

2
0
5 2
2
6 2
5
4

For three years we have increased the 

number of children we serve.

83%

Percentage of CASA High School Seniors 

who completed their high school requirements 

(compared to less than 58% of all foster youth in California)

Your Support Makes a Difference 
Government funding provided only 11% of our budget. We count on the con-

tinued support of our generous donors, foundations and corporations to be the 
backbone of our successful program. We allocate over 84% of our budget to 

services that directly support the advocacy needs of foster children in 
Santa Cruz County.

Revenue ..........$1,191,707*
Expenses ..............$954,291

*includes a 3-year pledge

Ethnicity of Children Served

254Total 
Children

Served

243Active
CASA

Volunteers

Statement of Activities July 1, 2015 - June 30, 2016

Operating Income .....$237,416

Audited financials available upon request.



813 Freedom Blvd., Watsonville, CA 95076

Non-Profit Org.
US Postage

PAID
Watsonville, CA
Permit No. 73

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

CASA faces an ongoing challenge. Over 
50% of those we serve are boys or young 
men, but only 20% of our volunteers are 
male. Our boys and young men often come 
from homes where stable and meaningful 
male role models have been absent. For a 
boy to have a male CASA makes all the dif-
ference in the world.

We’re not looking for men with special 
skills. We’re looking for men that have the 
time and the ability to step in a room, and 
be there for a child.

That man could be you.

Watch Joseph’s story at 
www.casaofsantacruz.org
and contact CASA today.
cita@casaofsantacruz.org
(831) 761-2956, ext. 102.

 THAT MAN 
COULD BE YOU.


