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OUR MISSION 
CASA of Santa Cruz County advocates for children and youth, providing court appointed 
volunteers so each child and youth in the foster and Juvenile Court systems feels cared for and 
connected with the people, families, and resources they need to heal and flourish into adulthood.

OUR VISION 
That all children are nurtured in the hearts and homes of safe and loving families.

DIVERSITY, EQUITY, AND INCLUSION 
We pledge to take action to reduce our individual, our agency, and community implicit biases that 
contribute to systemic inequities. We will seek to create spaces of authenticity and opportunities 
to foster relationships that earn trust. We, the staff and the board of directors, will collectively 
commit to and hold ourselves accountable to advocate for transformational diversity, equity, and 
inclusion policies and practices internally, in collaboration with community partners, and in our 
work with families and youth. 

Dear Friends,

This past financial year has been an amazing time of significant change and growth. By the end of 2022, thanks 
to your support, we significantly solidified our financial foundations. In early 2023, once we had several large 
multi-year grants and donations in hand, the Board and staff made the bold decision to fully launch two new 
programs. 
 
We are forever grateful for the unwavering support we have received from our community which enabled all 
this growth.  
 
One of the exciting new programs is the creation of our Juvenile Justice Program. We now have several staff 
entirely dedicated to training and supervising volunteer Advocates matched 1:1 with justice-involved youth. In 
the last quarter of the past financial year, we doubled the number of justice-involved youth served and we have 
the capacity to continue to grow.  
 
We are also thrilled to announce the establishment of our Community Council, a group of committed 
individuals who were under the supervision of the juvenile court system. They are truly an amazing group that 
are passionate about our mission and dedicated to identifying system barriers and advocating for the rights 
and needs of foster and justice-involved youth.
 
As we look ahead to the future, we are excited to continue our work and make an even greater impact in the 
lives of the children and youth we serve. Thank you for being part of this journey. We’re excited to build a 
brighter future with you.

With thanks, 
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Court Appointed Special Advocates (CASAs) are trained 
volunteers who dedicate between approximately 10 to 15 
hours a month to help foster children and youth in need of 
support. CASAs are caring adults, assigned to the same child 
or youth during their time in the foster care or juvenile justice 
system, even if the child’s caregivers, schools, and other 
situations change. CASAs work together with a child’s family 
of origin, foster family, social workers, attorneys, educators, 
therapists, probation officer, and CASA program staff to build 
a long-term support network. They help children and youth 
plan for a future that’s more hopeful than their past.

After a thorough background check and training, CASAs are 
sworn in by a Santa Cruz County Dependency Court judge. 
Once matched, they advocate for a child or youth and their 
family, with ongoing supervision from CASA staff. CASAs 
bring a unique dedication to children, families, and our 
community. They recognize that reducing recidivism for 
justice-involved youth and increasing permanency for foster 
children is essential for well-being, they work to reunite 
families, when safe and possible, and they keep children 
connected to their cultural identity and family of origin.

CASA:  
A Foundation of Advocacy
A Beacon of Hope
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CASA VOLUNTEERS:
SPEAK UP for the best interests of the children and youth. 

BUILD RESILIENCY and reduce the impact of Adverse Childhood 
Experiences (ACEs) by providing support and stability.

LISTEN TO WHAT A CHILD OR YOUTH SAYS about their 
education, mental and physical health, and home environment.

TAKE ACTION to ensure the safety and well-being of the child or youth, 
now and in the future.

SHARE THE NEEDS OF THE CHILD OR YOUTH with other 
caregivers, the court, or probation department.

Every child and youth needs a champion to appreciate them, support them, 
build up their confidence, and encourage them to pursue their dreams. Every 
CASA can be that champion.

“I volunteer because no child should ever 
feel alone or lost in the child welfare system. 
Foster care can be difficult and scary for a 
child. They need to know they have someone 
in their corner, someone looking out for their 
best interest. It has been the best volunteer 
experience of my life.”

- DAVID H., CASA VOLUNTEER
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Spotlight: Advocating for Infants

Building a Stable Future
Matching advocates to a child or youth needing support can provide a transformative experience, 
shaping their future. Advocates offer guidance, mentorship, and emotional support, helping them 
navigate challenges. With a trusted role model, these children develop resilience, self-esteem, and 
essential life skills.

The positive influence of an advocate empowers them to overcome obstacles, pursue education, and 
aspire for a successful future, leading to healthier, more fulfilling lives.

CASA BY THE NUMBERS

152
ACTIVE CASA 

ADVOCATES IN 
SANTA CRUZ 

COUNTY

20
JUSTICE-INVOLVED 

YOUTH SERVED

8
DUAL-STATUS YOUTH 

SERVED

182
FOSTER CHILDREN 

SERVED

75
OTHER CASA 
VOLUNTEERS

IN SANTA CRUZ 
COUNTY

8,168
TOTAL HOURS 
CONTRIBUTED 

BY CASA 
VOLUNTEERS

Many people wonder how it is possible 
to advocate for an infant who is unable 
to speak and share their needs. One such 
person was volunteer Advocate Ellen 
Ferguson, who was asked to advocate for 
a newborn and her 18-month-old sister in 
2018.  
 
Ellen quickly found out that working with 
infants and toddlers was not just about 
advocating for their best interests, but 
also supporting their caregivers. Ellen 
worked with both the resource families 
(the aunties caring for the children) and the 
birth parents, who were working toward 
reunification.  

Since CASA Advocates are only allowed to 
visit with infants under the age of 3 in the 
presence of their caregivers, building trust 
with these caregivers was key. Ellen wanted 
to assure them that she was a valuable 
asset rather than a critic, to meet them 
wherever they were at, and show respect 
for their culture. She became a resource 
and frequently asked what they needed. She 
visited the babies, played with them, and 

monitored their progress in their homes.  

Ellen focused on modeling positive 
interactions with the babies, suggested 
educational content in the household, 
and offered practical assistance such as 
diapers, cribs, car seats, highchairs, and 
blankets. Ellen arranged dance and swim 
lessons, encouraged bilingualism, and 
provided resources for proper nutrition. 
She supported the resource parents by 
suggesting local preschools and actively 
engaged with social workers and public 
nurses to ensure the children received 
necessary care, including physical and 
speech therapy.  
 
The outcome of Ellen’s advocacy was 
profoundly positive. The infants thrived and 
were adopted by their aunt and uncle. She 
has since advocated for a second newborn, 
who after living with his aunt, was reunited 
with his father permanently. Ellen was a 
key resource in the transition between the 
two families, with two different languages 
and cultures, ensuring that the child’s best 
interests were at the forefront. 
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$304,531
IN-KIND VALUE OF CONTRIBUTED HOURS



Ethnicity

HISPANIC/ 
LATINX

BLACK/AFRICAN
AMERICAN

MULTIRACIAL

ASIAN

NATIVE 
AMERICAN

48%

2%
5%

1%

WHITE/ 
CAUCASIAN

42%

0-5 YEARS
33%

38%
12-18 YEARS

6-11 YEARS
16%

OVER 18
13%

Age

How to Help 
Children and Youth
Your support is vital to our mission of advocating 
for children in foster care and the juvenile court 
system, ensuring they have the resources they need to 
succeed. 

By contributing, you make a direct and positive impact 
on the lives of vulnerable youth, helping to build 
brighter futures and stronger communities for all.
MAKE A TAX-DEDUCTIBLE DONATION, a 
stock transfer, a gift through your employer’s matching 
gift program, or even a vehicle.

ESTABLISH A MONTHLY DONATION, and join 
CASA Guardian Circle of recurring monthly donors for 
as little as $10 a month.

JOIN THE LEGACY SOCIETY. There are many 
ways to ensure future generations of children and 
youth have an Advocate at their side.

BECOME A CASA VOLUNTEER! Find your local 
program at our website, www.CASAofSantaCruz.org.

SPREAD THE WORD ABOUT CASA to your 
colleagues, friends, and family.

When I was assigned to the juvenile court in March 2023, I felt fortunate to find CASA working one-on-one 
with justice-involved youth, ensuring they feel heard and valued. I strongly believe to be effective in helping 
reintegrate these kids, it is important to approach them with empathy and compassion. 

To understand their situations better, I’ve pulled upon the insights gained from my work as a former defense 
attorney and even wore an ankle monitor to understand the youth firsthand. And I’ve learned that these 
youth, despite their past actions, are not inherently bad. They may have had a bad day and done something 
they regret, but they deserve our understanding and a chance to successfully reintegrate into society. 
Addressing the needs of these youths, helping them understand their own agency and value, is crucial so that 
they can get back on the right path.

This is why I am so incredibly grateful to have CASA working with justice-involved youth. I have seen the 
effects of having a CASA when I talk to the youth in court; their lives change dramatically just by knowing 
that someone is there for them, that supports them, that they can depend on, that they may not have had 
otherwise. In fact, through the CASA Juvenile Justice pilot, we observed a significant decrease in subsequent 
arrests for youth with a CASA and a four-fold increase in self-efficacy, highlighting their indispensable 
impact. 

With CASA as an integral part of our care team, we are better equipped to make well-informed decisions 
about the futures of these young individuals. Their integration into our system represents a crucial step 
toward a more compassionate and effective juvenile justice approach.

WHO WE SERVE
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Gender

47% 53%
MALEFEMALE

The Need: Juvenile Justice
By Juvenile Court Judge, Jerry Vinluan

CASA is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization (# 77-0305354) and 
all donations are tax-deductible to the extent allowed by law. 

1%
1%

NATIVE 
HAWAIIAN

50%
REDUCTION IN 

RECIDIVISM

300%
INCREASE IN SELF-

EFFICACY

JUSTICE-
INVOLVED YOUTH 

ASSIGNED AN 
ADVOCATE HAVE 

A...
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Board of Directors
FY2022-2023

Sharon Hoffman-Manning, President
Josué Barajas, Vice President
Todd Scalisi, Treasurer
Paz Padilla, Secretary
Sesario Escoto, Immed. Past President
Andrea Willy
Matt Gianelli
Melissa La Hommedieu 
Heather Henricks
Destiny Flood 
Anna Rubalcava 
Christopher Sheehy
Esther Sylvan
Jenni Veitch-Olson
Bill Parro
Janis Ost

Staff*
Lynne Petrovic, Executive Director

Clint Bonds, Dependency Program Manager

Nicole Irigoyen, Program Director

Clarita Cortez, Outreach and Recruitment 
Manager

Magi Diego, Development and  
Communications Director

Conny Ramirez, Advocate Supervisor and 
Court Liaison

Roxy Greenspan, Advocate Supervisor and 
Trainer

Ana Guzman, Program Support Manager

Victoria Herkomer, Advocate Supervisor and 
Waitlist Specialist

James Holman, Grants and Communications 
Coordinator

Felipe Hernandez, Family Advocacy  
Coordinator

Reyna Ruiz, Juvenile Justice Program  
Manager

Alicia Reithknecht, Advocate Supervisor

Puiyee Tse, Finance Manager

*As of 6/30/2023           
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Financial Summary 
FISCAL YEAR 2022-2023

Cynthia Alcantara

Sarah Amador

Carolyn Bailey

Nicole Baldocchi

Mitchell Barlas

Alexandra Beltran

Nicole Benjamin

Cathy Brennan

Aretha Bright

David Brodkey

Amber Burke

Kayla Cabral

Cassidy Carrico Ellis

Rhonda Carvalho

Rebecca Castle

Laura Chiavola-Larson

Leanna Christie

David Coleman

Amy Connolly

Peter Cooper

Stacey Cooper

LeAnn Copriviza

Hannah Cornell

Brooke Corry

Jennifer Deming

Heather Donesky

Lauri Duncan

Mark Ebaugh

Gabriele Estill

Kathryn Fahl

Julia Feldman

Les Forster

Megan Fox

Richard Gallo

Desirae Garcia

Hanna Gately

Mary Gaukel Forster

Karen Gill

Ian Gillies

Patricia Golditch

Denise Gomez

Heidi Gomez

Dora Gonzalez

Evelyn Gonzalez

Amy Gonzalez

Peter Goodman

Jeff Gose

Victoria Granger-Jones

Gurleen Grewal

Maryke Grobler

Ellen Guthrie

Brenda Guzman

Lisa Hall Magee

Laurie Hartsfield

Crystal Hernandez

Rebekah Herrick

Michelle Hodsdon

Kathy Hundemer

Melissa Hutchinson

Jose Ibarra

CASA of Santa Cruz County volunteers must 
be over 21 years of age and come from all over 
the county. They represent a wide range of 
backgrounds, ethnicities, and experiences, but all 
have an amazing capacity to care. They are truly 
community heroes, consistently showing up and 
being committed to the best outcome for a child’s 
future.

With Thanks
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VOLUNTEER ADVOCATES, 

Interns
Becky Diaz-Perez
Gabi Poremba
Vanessa Salas 

Statement of Financials (Accrual Basis)

REVENUES      
Individuals Donations*                                                        
Private Grants*      
Government Grants*     
Fundraising Events   
Miscellaneous Income†     
Total Revenue:  

 

  

EXPENSES
Program Services 
General & Administrative
Fundraising
Total Expenses:  

FY 2021-2022 
                $463,151  

                      $153,077 
               $362,724 

          $236,682 
            $0

$1,215,634

$1,325,306 
          $142,228           

$126,250 
$1,593,784

83¢
of every dollar donated 
goes toward the  
advocacy of the children 
and youth we serve.

FY 2022-2023                
$945,509  

                    $805,573               
$377,589 

         $248,345 
           $397,486 

$2,774,502 

$1,377,784 
          $149,398 

$132,799 
$1,659,981 

*Multiple-year grants and donations are recorded in full, 
the year they are received

†One-time, post Covid-19 Employee Retention Credit
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Wendy Jacoby

Larry Johnson

Malissa Kaping

Janet Kass

Peggy Kenny

Cynthia Kent-Mills

Mary Koehring

Natalie Kwasniak

Donna Le Fever

Barbara Lee

Michael Loredo

Barbara Lorimer

Mary MacLellan

Madeline Mains

Cindy Margolin

Susan Maroun

Gail Marzolf

Connie Maschan

Terra McCormick

Kerry McDonald

Tim McGirk

Michele Mckee

Rita Medina-Bahena

Hadi Mehdi

Maria Mendoza

Rebecca Meredith

Christine Montelaro

Pia Morabia

Carrol Moran Kathleen 
Nestlerode

Alexandro Ochoa

Dalia Ochoa Navarro

Una O’Connell

Diane O’Rourke

William Parro

Lucille Raisch

Haley Raizes

Ashley Ramirez

Nicole Ramirez

Michele Redmon

Meghan Reilly

Maureen Ricketts

Mary Anne Robb

Ana Rodriguez

Annie Rooke

Jeremy Rosenbaum

Vanessa Salas

Dawn Shoemaker

Brianna Silva

Kathryn Slaughter

Erika Smart

Ashiana Smith

Patricia Steinfurth

Emiko Stewart

McCall Stone

Daniela Suarez

Christi Suchil

Mary Alice Susca

Kimberly Szabo

Marcie Talia-Rice

Franco Tandoi

Anthony Villano

Susan Walton

Larry Willis

Olivia Winter

Melissa Wolf

Spencer Wollan

Casie Wright

Anne Young

Michelle Zavarella

Tricia Baker

Mary Bergthold

Margene Chmyz

Caroline Currie

Yarden Dankner

John David

Mary Dean

Cynthia Druley

Edna Elkins

Sesario Escoto

Bonniie Farrar-Dunbar

Katherine Fowler

Jenni Fox

Ron Goodman

Margaret Gordon

Ashley Halderman

Lisa Hall Magee

Lisa Hickman

Wendy Hurst

Wendy Jacoby

Meg Janes

Dale Johnson

Patrice Keet

Janet Kennedy

Patty Kolar

Peggy Anne Lacey

Melanie Larson

Florence Lesar

Susan Maresco

Patsy Marinelli

Loree McCawley

Teall Messer

Sue Murphy

Sara Pope

Liz Riehl

Linda Simpliciano

Bob Smeenk

Esther Sylvan

Portia Tanaka

Kent Thompson

Nancy Whaley

Anne Young

With Thanks
VOLUNTEER ADVOCATES, CONTINUED

FRIENDS OF CASA

CASA of Santa Cruz County values all donors and appreciates every one of them for giving 
what they can to our organization. These individuals, businesses, foundations, and government 
agencies make our work possible and enable us to expand to serve more youth in the 
community. The following donors provided a monetary or in-kind gift of $100 or more in our 
2022-2023 Financial Year. We are full of gratitude.

With Thanks

Anonymous

Aloma Abella

Edie and Jim Abendschan

Dale and Carol Achabal

Karen Ackland and Larry 
Korbus

Bill and Mari Albanese

Consuelo Alba-Speyer

Mahlon Aldridge

Toby and Michael  
Alexander

Alfaro Family Vineyards

Leslie and Richard  
Andrews

Susan Andrews

Annieglass

Mary Fran Archer

Julia Armstrong-Zwart 
and Frank Zwart

Art and Sports

Hedieh Assareh

Dorthy Atkinson

Zachary Bachmeier

Tracy Baker

Tricia Baker

BARE Brows & Beauty

Martin and Barbara  
Bargetto

Bargetto Winery

Sheila Barry

Michael Barsanti and 
Family

Barthold Family  
Foundation

Patricia & William Barton

Katie and Phil Bates

Bay Federal Credit Union

Beauregard Vineyards

Marianne Beckwith

Jean and Michael Beebe

Gloria Behman

Ted Benhari

Bruce Bennett

Berg Family Fund

Mary and Rudy Bergthold

Berkow, Schechter, and 
Company LLP

Paul and Carol Berman

Dianne Bermingham

Christof Bernau

Carmen Berteaux

Letty and Lane Bess

Betty Burgers

Anna and Brian Bibighaus

Bicycle Trip

Linda Bixby

Pattie Blade

Mary and Harry 
Blanchard

Karen Blasing

Blix Electric Bikes

Deborah Bodine

Chardonnay Boger

Cathy and Larry Bolton

Bontadelli, Inc.

Debbie Boscoe

Bob and Susan Bosso

Rita Bottoms

Bound to Burn

Branciforte Auto Repair

Jesse and Ziggy Bregman

Bright Horizon  
Foundation

Sydney Brokaw

Joan Brothers

Gisela and Bob Broze

Richard Bruce

Susan Bruijnes

Robin and Philip  
Buckwalter

Meredith Burnham

John and Linda Burroughs

Aaron Burstein

Ann Butler

Colleen and Robert  
Butterfield

Marlena Byrne

C&N Tractor

Cafe Cruz

Office for Victims of 
Crime

Marilyn and Drew  
Calciano

Laura Caldwell

California CASA  
Association

California Giant Berry 
Farms

Cybele and Brian Candau

Canyon View Capital 
Foundation Fund

Andy Carman

Caroline’s Non Profit 

Thrift Shop

Dan Carrillo

Patrick and Carla 
Carstens

Annie Castellino

Fred Castillo

Alice Cato

Chamberlin Family 
Philanthropy

Chaminade Resort & Spa

Diana and Matt Chapman

Chase Bank

Kate and Fred Chen

Kathy Chetkovich

Julia Chiapella and Eric 
Zigman

Chiorini, Platt and Jacobs 
Certified Public  
Accountants

Marjorie Chmyz

Janine Ciapponi

Mindy Cinelli

Ceil Cirillo

City of Capitola

City of Watsonville

May and Mike Clark

Eileen Clark-Nagaoka

Melody Clarkson

Nancy Claspill-Navarro

Club Ed Surf School

Ann Cogliati

Renee Collacino

Bud and Rebecca Colligan

DONORS — JULY 1ST, 2022 TO JUNE 30TH, 2023
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Amber Colony

Community Foundation 
Santa Cruz County

Ross and Susan Condit

Congregational Church 
of Soquel

Louisa Conti

Emily and Ryan Coonerty 
Family Fund

Hannah Cornell

Corralitos Woman’s Club

County of Santa Cruz

Josie Cowden

Melyssa Cowles

Harry Cozad

Crocker Philanthropic 
Foundation Fund

Faye Crosby

Prisco Crowley

Allison Cruz

Patricia Cruz

Tamara Cucchiara

Justin Cummings

Cody Curran Work

Caroline Currie

Teresa Dance

Santa Cruz Green  
Builders

Joyce Davenport

John and Diane David

Doug Davis and Laura 
Dowling

Dawn’s Dream Winery

Ana De La Hoya

Erica De La Rosa

Robert and Diana  
Deacon

Mary Dean and Mark 
Linder

Jenet DeCosta

Arwen DeLaine

Teresa Delfino

Dermatology Surgical 
and Medical Group

Mark Dettle

Jan and Robert DeWitt

Lisa Dilles and Jack Dilles

Matthew Dini and  
Michael Ann  
Leannarda-Dini

Jill and Dan Dion  
Charitable Fund

Ken and Anne Dobler

Dave Dominguez

Marilyn Donahue

Mark and Mari Donnelly

Donnelly’s Fine  
Chocolates

Beverly Douglas

Linda and Dwayne 
Downing

Dream Inn

Driscoll’s Charitable 
Giving

Lee Drocco

Cynthia Druley and Famy 
Diener

Emily Dubois

Emily and Lee Duffus

Annamarie and Lon 
Dugger

Bonnie Farrar

Roberta Dunton

Mark and Lorena  
Edington

Hon. Leonard Edwards 
and Margaret Edwards

Heather and Paul Egli

Haley Eicholz

Leroy Elkin and Linda 
Bottarini

Edna Elkins

Ella’s at the Airport

James Engelman

Betty Ensminger

Philip Ericsson

Erik’s Deli

Kathryn Erskine

Sesario Escoto and Eva 
Acosta

Judy Everett

Feather Salon

Caroline Federico

FedEx

Morgan Fein

First Dollar Foundation

Doug and Claudia  
Fischer

Paula Fischer

Sarah Fischer

Patrick Fitz and Jocelyn 
Parker

Fitz Fresh, Inc.

Suzanne Flaherty-Budka 
and Daniel Budka

Peggy Flynn

Joel Anne and Mahlon 
Foote

Ellen Ford and Dennis 
Marfurt

Les Forster and Mary 
Gaukel

Jenni Fox and Paul Gould

Rocky Franich

Karen and William Fraser

G&T Giving Fund

Peter Gaarn and Nancy 
Port-Gaarn

Lauren Gagnier

Rebecca Garcia

Rosie Garcia

John Gerhardt and Janet 
Newman

Matt Gianelli

GOAT Santa Cruz

Sandi Gogol

Gold Oral Surgery

Good Tidings  
Foundation

Lynn Gordon and Dennis 
Midthun

Margaret Gordon

Nancy and Jack Gordon

Gordon Law Group

Graniterock

Ethal and Ralph Griffin

Joan and Mark Griffith

Laura and Marc  
Grossman

Terry Grove

Hon. Denine Guy and 
Berkley Brannon

Ana Guzman

Bryan Hackett

Dennis Hagen and Diane 
Sipkin

Christy Halderman Tall 
and Scott Tall

Thomas and Alejandra 
Hall

Lisa Hall-Magee

Tim and Lupe Hammill

John Hamstra and Laurie 
Rivin

Brigitta Hangartner

Ian Hardcastle and Lynn 
Marcus-Wyner

Carl and Robin Hardin

Darrell Hardy and Stacey 
Cooper

Hardy Quality Air, Inc

David and Betty Harken

Dan and Marina Harkins

Sandy and Nick Hartman

Lynn and Ron Hawkinson

Dianne and Leonard 
Hayes

Linn Hayes

Richard Hays

Amy and Mike Hemmert

Heather Henricks

Jeannie Herrick

The Hideout

Patricia and Eric  
Hildinger

Eric Himlan

Chris and Greg Hoberg

Eileen Hodson and Steve 
Kennedy

Sharon Hoffman-Manning

Kate Howell

Greg and Lynn Howerton

Judy Hubbard and Wes 
Beach

Melanie Huff

Marilyn J Huffman

Laurie and Peter Hunkel

Christine Hyde

Marilyn Hyde

Imura Japanese  
Restaurant

Carolyn and Fred Irvine

Linda and Ronald Israel

Jacque and Mary James

Jean and Ed Kelly  
Foundation

Jeff Kane Insurance  
Solutions

April Jernberg

Susan Jessen

Dale Johnson and Isebill 
Gruhn

Larry and Lorna Johnson

Helen Jones

Suzanne Jones

Judicial Council of  
California

Kaiser Permanente

Jeff Kane

Lawrence Kaplan and 
Fran Lowenhardt

Rebecca Karraker

Kate Nolan Design

Katz-Lapides Family Fund

Diane and Shah Kazemi

Fred and Barbara Keeley

Bonnie Keet

Patrice and Bob Keet

Charmaine Kelly

Herbert Kelly

Taylor Kelly

Hon. William Kelsay and 
Claire Biancalana

Ken and Susan Cassman 
Charitable Fund

Janet L. Kennedy

Jeffrey Kennelly

Cynthia Kent-Mills

Charles and Jacque 
Kessinger

Julie and Ralph Kimball

Janet King

Ted Kirkiles

Diane and Richard Klein

Patricia Kline

Stephanie Knoop

Alison Koo

Janet Kornblum

Douglas Ardley and Nancy 
Krueger

Melissa La Hommedieu

Elena Laborde-Bishop and 
Sam Bishop

Peggy Lacey

Bruce Lahtinen

Anneka Lancaster

Marian Langdon

Steven Lange and Jim 
Kellog

Barbara Lansdowne

Leola Lapides and Bob 
Katz

Jerome and Gena 
Lapointe

Jane Larson

Melanie and Thomas 
Larson

Judith Lasater

Kelley Lauritzen

Michelle Leavitt

John Lehr

Margaret Leonard and 
Clare Sheils

Linnea Leopold

Florence and Keith Lesar

Carolyn and Robert  
Levering

Gail Levine and Emily 
Wughalter

Canaan Lewin-Welsh
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Marcella Ley

Terrie Light

Claudia Little

Nancy and Rabbi Rick 
Litvak

Live Like Coco  
Foundation

Nancy Lockhorn

Murray Loecher

Vince and Joyce  
LoFranco

Barbara Lorimer

Kim Luke

Kathryn Lynch

Interior Vision Flooring

Maggie’s Place

Larry Maloney

Juana Maloof

Janice Manabe and Lou 
Jemison

Patsy and George  
Marinelli

Joel and Kathy Marini

Lisa Marinovich

Lyndsey Marks

Rhonda Martyn

Cynthia and William 
Mathews

Tom and Laura Maxson

Hon. Richard McAdams 
and Claire McAdams

Judy McAfee

Sandralee and Cassie 
McCabe

Loree McCawley and 
Raymond Schmidt

Elizabeth McClure

Kerry McDonald

Marilyn McDougall

Kari McGee

Mary McGranahan

Debbie and Bill  
McReynolds

Kathy Meidl

Mele Makana Fund

Kathi and Mike Melville

Debra and Edward 
Menges

Merman Family Fund

Marcia Meyer

Victoria Milburn

Monterey Bay Food 
Tours

Monterey Peninsula 
Foundation

Montevalle Women’s 
Group

Rachel Moriconi

Hon. Heather Morse

Mount Hermon  
Adventures

Jody Mulloy

Susan and Grant Murphy

Barbara Murray

Mark Nance

Burt and Marlene Nanus

Josette Nauenberg

Aimee Nelson

Kelly and Maria Nesheim

New Brighton Middle 
School

New Leaf Community 
Market

George Newell

Newman’s Own  
Foundation

NHS, Inc.

Martina Nicholson

Nicholson Vineyards

Richelle Noroyan

Oaktree Property  
Company

Trisha and Brandon Kett

Susan Maresco and Walt 
Oicle

Anne Lynn Oliver

Anne Olson

Carol Olson

Omega Nu of Santa Cruz

Cathi O’Neill

Joe and Gayle Ortiz

Joan Osborne

Janis Ost

Martina and Will  
O’Sullivan

Earleen Overend and 
Wayne Palmer

George Ow Jr. and Gail 
Michaelis Ow

Jeannee Ow

Ow Family Properties

Pacific Edge Climbing 
Gym

Paz Padilla

Anandi Paganini

Pajaro Valley Printing

Paula Panelli

Bruce Berwald and Janet 
Parker

Jen Parker

Bill Parro

Vicki Parry

Pasatiempo Golf Club

Julie Pascal

Belinda and Anish Patel

Victor and Grace Patino

Shelly and Larry Pearson

Assemblymember Gail 
Pellerin

Penrose, Chun, &  
Gorman LLP

Judy and Brian Person

Becky Peters

Keri Petersen

Betty and Eugene  
Peterson

Petrinovich, Pugh, & 
Company

Kirk Petrovic

Catherine and Karl  
Philipovitch

Photography by Elyse 
Destout

Howard and Shirley 
Pickle

Stephen Pierce

Lisa and Mike Plavin

Ron and Jane Pomerantz

Sara Pope and Ana 
Pope-Cullen

Trenise Pot

Daniel and Susan  
Quijano

Robert and Paula Quinn

Radiance Salon &  
Skincare

Steven Raizes

Rita Ramirez

Rancho La Puerta

Susan Kerr and Melody 
Randel

Georgia Randle

Marianne Rebele

Rowland and Patricia 
Rebele

Burt Rees

REI

Resurrection Church

Ridgeline

Liz and Mark Riehl

Scott Ritter

Natalia Rivera-Espana

Roaring Camp Railroad

Robert Stephens Fund

Joy and Elio Rodoni

Scott Roseman and  
Jasmine Berke

Tobi Rosen

Tracey Rosen

Dieter Rothmeier

Anna Rubalcava and 
Douglas Dietrich

Mary Courtney Rudd

Carolyn Rudolph

Ray Ruiz

Janet and Phillip Rupp

James and Judy Russell

S. Martinelli & Company

Santa Cruz Ballet Theater

Santa Cruz Children’s 
Charities

Santa Cruz Community 
Credit Union

Santa Cruz County Bank

Santa Cruz Friends  
Meeting

Santa Cruz Pickleball 
Club

Santa Cruz Seaside  
Company

Santa Cruz Symphony

Santa Cruz Warriors

Pam Santacroce

James and Christa Scheer

Johanna Schonfield

John Schultz

Bobby Schultze

Jeff Schuyler

Nan Schwanfelder

Gail Schwartz

Fran and Tom Scully

Laurie and Mark Scurich

See’s Candy Shops, Inc

Mary Selby and Anne 
Selby Guerrero

Sereno Group Los Gatos

Shadowbrook

Mary Shartle

Chris and Maya Sheehy

Kira Sherriff

Nancy and Ray Sherrod

Shirlen Fund

Dr. Aimee Gould Shunney 
and Sunil Bhojwani

Jacob Sidman and Kris 
Sidman-Gale

Hon. Stephen Siegel

Pamela Siegman

Carolyn Silberman

Cheryl and Alan Silkoff

Rebecca Silver

Silver Mountain Vineyards

Sarina Simon

Linda Simpliciano

Scott and Joelle Sipes

June Smith

Kristin Smith

Ruth Smith

Harold and Cindy  
Brockman

Mary Solari

Ginny Solari Mazry

Jerry Solomon and Alan 
Segal

Tangie and Greg Solow

Annie Song

Sandra Soriano

Dr. David and Mary South

Ruth and John Souza

Joan Spannagel and  
William Rentz

Tammy Spath

Heather Spence

Dave Spini

St. Andrew Presbyterian 
Church

St. Philips Episcopal 
Church

Lee Staff

Staff of Life

Cathy Stefanki and Don 
Iglesias

Sara Steffen

Mimi Stein

Jillian Steinberger

Hon. Samuel Stevens and 
Paty Stevens

Jeanne Stewart

Rex Stewart and Sarah 
Miles

Ethan Stocks

Mary-Kevin Stockwell

Mark Stone

Priscilla Strauhal

Strock Family Fund

Sue Struck

Sally Suchevits

Sugo 

Italian Pasta Bar

Sunrise Rotary Club of 
Santa Cruz

Surf School Santa Cruz

Angela Surkis

Dr. Neal Swanson and 
Kathy Swanson

Claire Swetland

Esther Sylvan

Jeff and Adele Talmadge

Portia Tanaka

Betsie and David Tanza

Teddy Bears with Heart

Karen Teeter

Esmeralda Tellez

The Ida and William 
Rosenthal Foundation

The Loewenstern Fund

The Ruby Charitable 
Fund
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Paul Thiltgen and  
Maureen Roll

Mary Thomas Pullen

Kent Thompson M.D. 
and Jan Fincher

Wendy Thompson

Barbara Jean Todd and 
Ron Albright

Fred and Jan Tomlinson

Deborah Torres

Tracy’s Nails

Lynda Tran

Bruce Tremayne

Trinity Presbyterian 
Church

Susan True and Ben 
Wolfe

Kristin Truse

Isabelle and Emre  
Tuncer

Kathleen and Meyer  
Turken

United Way of  
Metropolitan Dallas

United Way of Santa 
Cruz County

Valencia Creek Farm

Anina Van Alstine

Maria Vasquez

Alicia Vazquez

Verve Coffee

Hon. Jerry Vinluan

Peggy Banks Volkmann

Joane Volpe

Linda Wadley

Brian Weiss

Sara Wait

Mary Jo Walker and  
Kevin Collins

Wayne and Sari Walker

Jessica Wallace

Watsonville Women’s 
Club Zumba

Rachel Wedeen and  
Debbie Harless

Pam Weissman

Dawn Wells and Nicholas 
Macy

Ma’lis Wendt

Gretchen Werner and 
Mark Block

West Fitness

Jack Western

Susan and Nels Westman

Ken and Sonia Westphal

Nancy Whaley

Paul Whaley

Michelle Wheeler

Dr. Evans Whitaker and 
Dr. Deborah Bronstein

Leo White

Mindy and Boone White

Carol Wilhelmy

Andrea and Bruce Willy

Connie and Tom Wilson

Cameron Windam

Jon and Jill Winston

Melanie Kett Wirtanen

Susan and Jonathan 
Wittwer

Jane Wong

Steven Yellin

Anne and Bob Young

James and Anne Young

Joanne and Tom Young

Jan and Margaret  
Ysselstein

Adrienne Zihlman and 
Jerold Lowenstein

Judy and Dick Zscheile

Jane Ardley

John and Fairfax  
Armstrong 

Larry Banducci

Christof Bernau

Rita Bottoms

Laura Caldwell

Beatrice Davis

Cynthia Druley

Frank Dunbar

Leonard P. Edwards

Sesario Escoto

Hedieh and Pasha Fallah

Alicia Flores

Ashley Halderman

Amy Harrington

Eileen Hodson and Steve 
Kennedy

Dr. James Hull

Jenni and Paul’s Yogis 
from the Heart

Susan Jessen

Dale Johnson 

Shah Kazemi

Patricia Kerr

David Lawrence

Marcia Meyer

Sylvia Previtali

Haley Raizes

Cynthia Rees

Teo and Jake Ritter

Gael Roziere

Evan Siegesmund and 
Chree Powell

Jillian Steinberger

Ethan Stocks

Jessica Wallace

Vicky Wilson

Apple

AT&T

Driscoll’s

Facebook

Google

Intel Foundation

Johnson & Johnson

Macy’s

Netflix

PG&E

Cecilia Avila-Gallo

Larry Banducci and  
Consuelo Espana

Josué Barajas

Meg and Steve Bontadelli

Janet Bruno

Anne and Tom Carr

Susan Coale

Margy Cottle

Stefania Dal Zio

Terry and Mark Eastman

Katherine Fowler

Carol Fuller

Ron Goodman

Todd Hager

Ashley and Bob  
Halderman

Susan Hanson

Amy and David  
Harrington

Cherie Hung

Wendy and Lowell Hurst

Wendy Jacoby

Brenda Large

Lynda Leigh

Cindy Margolin

Megan and John  
Martinelli

Donna and Gary  
Prochazka

Sarah Prucha

Jennifer and Delphina 
Sanchez

Karen Semingson

Michael and Berdell 
Spellman

Marianne Taflinger

Tim and Nicole Ulen

Robert Olson and Jenni 
Veitch-Olson

Corrie Verbraken

John Wescoat
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DONATIONS MADE IN HONOR AND MEMORY OF

ORGANIZATIONS MATCHING EMPLOYEE DONATIONS

GUARDIAN CIRCLE OF MONTHLY DONORS
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With Thanks
DONORS, CONTINUED

Our monthly donors provide helps us better manage our program while decreasing 
administrative costs.  Stable funding makes a tremendous difference in our ability to match 
youth to advocates. 

Employee match donations amplify individual charitable contributions, providing our 
organization with increased financial support, but perhaps more importantly, encouraging  a 
culture of philanthropy within the workplace.

Donating in honor or memory of a loved one serves as a meaningful tribute, celebrating their 
life or legacy while making a positive impact on a cause they cared about.

With Special Thanks
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We celebrated 30 Years of Believing in Youth on September 10, 2022 at Sesnon House, 
Cabrillo College. It was a very festive day in community, with youth performances by 
El Sistema and Activities for All. We heard from former foster youth with whom we’ve 
worked with over the past 30 years and celebrated their bright futures. Our delicious 
full-course dinner was prepared and served by the student chefs at Cabrillo College. 
Our live auction and raffle was action packed as always, and we even exceeded our 
fundraising goals for the event.
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Since 1989, the Kappa Alpha Theta Sorority (the Thetas) has supported CASA as its chosen 
philanthropy organization at the national level and across the hundreds of chapters across 
the country. Locally, we are so very fortunate to have built a strong relationship with the 
Thetas at UCSC. They volunteer year-round, helping with events, care packages for the 
children and youth, office work, and even helping with our social media. And, they have been 
an amazing fundraising team at our annual Move for CASA. We are so happy to have the 
Thetas as part of the team!

The Kappa Alpha Thetas of UCSC
COMMUNITY PARTNERS EVENTS

Imagine 2022



For the first time 
in 3 years, this past 
Februrary, we held 
the For the Love of 
Children Luncheon, 
hosted by the 
Friends of CASA, 
benefiting the CASA 
Children’s Fund. It 
was wonderful to 
gather together in 
person and raise 
awareness about 
CASA and the 
importance of our 
work.

We expressed our gratitude for our volunteer Advocates, Board of Directors, Friends 
of CASA, and interns at our annual Volunteer Appreciation Picnic in early summer. We 
were fortunate to have a beautiful sunny day at Delaveaga Park with great food and 
drink, games for the kids, and lots and fantastic company! The event served not only 
as a celebration of our dedicated volunteers’ hard work and commitment but also as an 
opportunity to strengthen our community bonds.

For the Love of Children Luncheon
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Joined by CASA 
of Monterey 
County, we held 
our 3rd annual 
Move for CASA 
the first Saturday 
in May. We had 
a fantastic walk, 
despite the threat 
of rain, at Elkhorn 
Slough. This 
free event raised 
almost $20,000 
in participant 
fundraising! 

Move for CASA

Volunteer Appreciation Picnic
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