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“For me, 
CASA is the 
voice I lost” 

-Ana, page 9

OUR VALUES

OUR VISION

OUR MISSION

Our vision is that all children are nurtured in the hearts and 
homes of safe and loving families

CASA of Santa Cruz County advocates for children, providing 
court appointed volunteers so each child in the dependency court 
system feels cared for and connected with the people, families 
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All children should be nurtured in the hearts and homes of safe and loving families. For 30 years, 
together with you, CASA of Santa Cruz has successfully advocated for children, providing court 
appointed volunteers so each child in the dependency court system is cared for. It’s our honor 
to invest in and nurture our youth in foster care while supporting the work their families are 
undertaking. Together, with you, we will eagerly continue to do so.  

We know that the future of our youth is bright. They are so resilient and each one has a wonderful 
constellation of strengths. But we also know that they have many obstacles to overcome. 

in early childhood trauma, said, “It takes just one stable relationship with a caring adult to help 

And that is why we are committed, with your support, to continue the essential and so important 

to be there for them, to speak up for them, advocate for their unique individual needs, and when 
appropriate, support their families.  

fact that we sadly and suddenly lost a smaller grant. We are happy to let you know that with your 

celebration of our youth.   

We are so grateful to be working in community with you,  

Lynne Petrovic, MSWSesario Escoto
Board President

Dear Friends,
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In my nearly three years of serving as our county’s Juvenile 
Dependency Judge, I almost daily marvel at the significant 
positive impact made by Court Appointed Special Advocates in 
the lives of the various parties engaged in juvenile dependency.

juvenile dependents. The CASAs demonstrate an unwavering desire to advance the best interests 

as their one positive adult role model. 

minor dependents, helping them to forge adult independence as they move out of foster care. 

reunifying with their children. Parents are often distrustful of everyone involved in the court 

children. 

Santa Cruz County CASAs play an invaluable role in educating and informing the court. CASA’s 
written court reports often provide insights and introspective lacking from the social workers’ 
formal reports. I love telling the story of reviewing a lengthy written appellate decision on one of 

appellate court quoted just a smattering of my statements. In contrast, their opinion contained a 
detailed recapitulation of the Advocate’s written reports that they had provided over a couple of 
years, as the most reliable recap of the underlying facts of the case. CASAs really do matter in the 
lives of our community’s foster youth. 

A child in foster care needs someone 
to look up to, someone to count on. 
Having  
a stable relationship with a supportive 
adult can help children do well, even  

Why
CASA
Matters
by  Honorable Timothy Schmal, 
Santa Cruz County Superior Court Judge
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THREE KEY OUTCOMES

Speak up 
for the best interest of a child

Build Resiliency
and reduce the impact of ACEs,  

or Adverse Childhood Experiences,  
by providing support and stability

Listen
to what a child says about their  

education, mental and physical health, 
 and home environment

Share
the needs of the child with other 

caregivers and the court

.

Take Action
to ensure the safety and well-being of  

the child, now and in the future

5 Key Actions 
of a CASA 

Court Appointed Special Advocates 
help children navigate the foster care 

system:

Safety
A Forever Home

Well-Being

CASA OF SANTA CRUZ COUNTY                 3
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The need for Advocates for every youth in Santa Cruz County 
Juvenile Probation has become clear. Offering an Advocate to 
every youth and their family to help navigate the complexity of 
the Juvenile Court system is our ultimate goal.

The outcomes were so positive from the Juvenile Justice Pilot we ran for the past few years that 

attend court and probationary proceedings and provide invaluable insight to the Court. They 
also assist their youth in their schooling, aiding in homework, and encouraging involvement with 

for subsidized housing. In addition, they also assist with developing independent living skills and 

complete their terms of probation. 

culturally relevant mentoring and assist the youth and their families navigate and successfully 
transition out of the court system.  

Spotlight on 
Juvenile Justice 
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Highlighting 
Dual-Status Youth
Every year, CASA of Santa Cruz County serves 

Courts. Advocates are often matched with youth in 
one court and then enter into another to become 

Advocate and youth doesn’t change, but the 
required court reports, visitation, support services, 
and systems navigation does. 

Hope has been in foster care since the age of 6, has 

homes. Her life has been full of trauma and hurt, 
and the pain can manifest itself with her behavior. 
When she would act out at a group home, breaking 
their rules, she would be sent back to juvenile hall. 

for years. However, Sarah has the full support 
and respect of both Judges who read her court 
reports and ask her opinion at every one of Hope’s 

continuously advocated for Hope’s needs. Sarah has 
been a consistent adult in Hope’s life, showing up 

And, Sarah continues to support her, no matter what 

the future. 

ACCORDING TO CHILDREN’S 
ATTORNEYS AND SOCIAL WORKERS, 
CHILDREN AND YOUTH WITH A CASA 

VOLUNTEER ARE MORE LIKELY TO:

Receive needed services 
in a timely manner

Be enrolled in an appropriate 
educational setting

Participate in 
extracurricular activities

Have long-term connections 
to siblings, relatives or other  

support people

Be on track to graduate 
high school on time

Enroll in post-secondary 
education

CASA OF SANTA CRUZ COUNTY 5



6 CASA OF SANTA CRUZ COUNTY

parent’s care, they were placed in separate safe and loving foster homes and the parents entered 
separate drug rehabilitation programs. The family was completely separated from one another. 

together as they healed. Sue and Susan advocated that parent visits were easy to get to so the 
family could spend time together. And, once unsupervised visits were allowed, the Advocates 
signed the kids up for a weekly gymnastic class that the parents could also attend. This became a 
family bonding time where the parents proudly watched their young children develop with the skills 
they acquired week after week. 

sometimes separately or sometimes together, often inviting the parents along to the park or the 
beach or train ride. The parents were incredibly involved in their kids’ lives and showed so much 
love and care. Their dedication to their kids and recovery was so strong, that their case was 

kids’ lives for the foreseeable future. 

Building a 
Brighter Future
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CASA by the Numbers

TOTAL CHILDREN SERVED

IN DEPENDENCY COURT

IN JUVENILE COURT

DUAL STATUS (IN BOTH COURT 
SYSTEMS)

ACTIVE CASA VOLUNTEERS

OTHER VOLUNTEERS

TOTAL VOLUNTEER HOURS

IN-KIND VALUE

 10%

18%

 20%   

 20%   

 17%   

Ages of
Children Served

15%

Elementary School Age 
(5-10)

Middle School Age 
(11-14) 

High School Age 

Non-Minor Dependents 
(18-21)

Toddler 
(3-4) 

Infant 
(0-2) 

Ethnic/Racial 
Breakdown

of Santa Cruz County
is Hispanic/Latino 

52% 

18%

of CASA of Santa Cruz
Children Served were 
Hispanic/Latino

of CASA Advocates were 
Hispanic/Latino 

CASA OF SANTA CRUZ COUNTY 7
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Shining a Light 
on Inclusion

CASA of Santa Cruz County continues our commitment to 
address the disproportionate representation of Hispanic/Latino 
children and youth in the Juvenile Court system through the 
extensive use of Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion (DEI) principals. 

We strive to incorporate these principles into every layer of our organization, and great progress 
has been made to adopt more inclusive practices. Research has shown that a Hispanic/Latino 

Advocates from the communities we serve.  

organization must hear and be steered by members of those populations, including those that 

welcoming more perspectives into CASA’s processes, such inclusive practices ward against the 

include their voices in our work, amplifying them as a core part of our mission. 
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Staff 
Spotlight
One area where inclusive practices have 

This position attends Juvenile Court 
proceedings to gather case information 
to better understand the needs of the 
children and their families. The assigned 

of the Juvenile Court system provides 
culturally relevant, genuine, and caring 
support to youth and families during 
court proceedings.  

Recently, the Court Liaison advocated 
for a family in dependency court.
The Court Liaison helped inform the 
court of the multitude of challenges 
and court requirements a parent faces 

desperately trying to maintain sobriety. 

Liaison helped convey that what may 
seem inconsequential are truly enormous 
accomplishments on the road to 
recovery. When the case was eventually 

the family. 

A Voice of My Own 
by Ana Menera 

deal with; I was scared of being hurt. I was tired of the 

may hold and how many times I was supposed to repeat 
my story till someone understood me and my bag of 
traumas. I’m a girl with baggage and because of that, 
I’m thankful for all the people who helped me be where I 
am now. I’m grateful they didn’t give up on me. While in 
the foster system, I had people who I held close let me 
down, making me have a negative view on the system. It 
brought new traumas and hatred towards those people 
which might not be the case anymore. But my feelings 
are a complicated matter to understand, so forgiveness 
is not something I can think right now. Of all the services 
I received as a foster youth, CASA is the only one who I 
don’t have a negative view on. For me, CASA is the voice 
I lost, and even if it doesn’t sound the same, it conveys 
my words, making it a voice of my own. And for that, I will 
always be grateful to you guys.

Including Youth Voices

CASA OF SANTA CRUZ COUNTY 9



Financial Summary

83¢
of every dollar donated 

goes toward the advocacy 

of the children we serve.

Statement of Financials

REVENUES FY 2021-2022 FY 2020-2021

Individual Donations 463,151 641,018

Private Grants 153,077 42,500

Government Grants 362,724 606,266

Fundraising Events 236,682 231,003

Miscellaneous Income 0 2,450

Total Revenue $1,215,634 $1,523,237

EXPENSES   

Program Services 1,325,306 1,285,339

General & Administrative 142,228 130,891

Fundraising 126,250 118,434

Total Expenses 1,593,784 1,534,664

CASA OF SANTA CRUZ COUNTY         10
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Susan Adelmann

Sarah Amador

Prateek Arora

Carolyn Bailey

Susan Barisone

Rachel Beauregard

Jeana Beech

Chamene Blanco

Stacey Blasing

Jill Borba

Peter Brown

Amber Burke

Mona Butler

Kayla Cabral

Emily Chambers

Amy Connolly

Stacey Cooper

Shawnte Corona

Amelia Cutten

Mark Ebaugh

Torrey Ebaugh

Patricia Emmons

James Engelman

Kathryn Fahl

Ellen Ferguson

Suzanne Feutz

Marisa Fischer

Bonnie Friedenbach

With Thanks,
CASA of Santa Cruz County volunteers must be over 21 

years of age and come from all over the county. They 

represent a wide range of backgrounds, ethnicities, and 

experiences, but all have an amazing capacity to care. They 

are truly community heroes, consistently showing up and 

being committed to the best outcome for a child’s future. 

Board of Directors
FY2020-2021
Sesario Escoto, President
Heather Henricks, Vice President
Destiny Flood, Treasurer
Janis Ost, Secretary
Andrea Willy, Immediate Past President
Josué Barajas

Matt Gianelli

Anna Rubalcava
Christopher Sheehy
Esther Sylvan

Lynne Petrovic, Executive Director
Clint Bonds, Program and System Analyst
Jimmy Cook, Program Director
Clarita Cortez, Outreach and Recruitment 
Manager
Magi Diego, Development and 
Communications Director
Yosie Gonzalez, Advocate Supervisor and 
Court Liaison
Roxy Greenspan, Advocate Supervisor and 
Trainer

Victoria Herkomer, Advocate Supervisor and 
Waitlist Specialist
James Holman, Grants and Communications 
Coordinator
Conny Ramirez, Administrative Intern
Alma Rocha, Advocate Supervisor and 
Education Liaison
Judy Russell, Events Coordinator
Karen Silva, Program Assistant
Puiyee Tse, Finance Manager

by law. 

Amanda Cruz
Becky Diaz-Perez
Alexis Eproson
Gabi Poremba
Maria Ramirez
Vanessa Salas

Volunteer Advocates

CASA OF SANTA CRUZ COUNTY         11



Todd Hager

Lisa Hall Magee

Brenda Hanning

Rosalie Hershberger

Teri Hessel

Michelle Hodsdon

Kathy Hundemer

Sharie  Hunter

Asia Han

Jose Ibarra

Wendy Jacoby

Jazmin Jauregui

Larry Johnson

Janet Kass

Lisa Kaufman

Janet Kennedy

Patrick Keown

Becky King

Mary Koehring

Jennifer Lopopolo

Michael Loredo

Barbara Lorimer

Mary MacLellan

Madeline Mains

Caroline Mann

Cindy Margolin

Connie Maschan

Julianne  May

Michele Mckee

Tammie McKenzie

Tobias Medina

Caitlin Mehdi

Mike Melville

Maria Mendoza

Margarita Mercado Rocha

Rebecca Meredith

Christine Montelaro

Carrol Moran

Laura Palmer

William Parro

Lilie Pham

Charles Platt

Lucille Raisch

Ashley Ramirez

Michele Redmon

Meghan Reilly

Maureen Ricketts

Joani Rieger

Mariana Rivera

Mary Anne Robb

Ana Rodriguez

Jackelin  Rodriguez

Adrianne Rolston

Ray Ruiz

Julia Ryan

Vanessa Salas

Brian Sanford

Jane Shtalenkova

Laurie Shultz

Brianna Silva

Erika Smart

Joy Smith

James Smith

Melanie Sobel

Robert Spisak

Patricia Steinfurth

Michael Stevens

Christi Suchil

Mary Alice Susca

Alice Talbot

Brenda Terry

Vanessa Tomasello

Amanda Tran

Mary Lou Vaiz

Brenda Vasquez

Corrie Verbraken

Anthony Villano

Melanie  Walters

Susan Walton

Larry Willis

Melissa Wolf

Spencer Wollan

Melanie Worthy

Casie Wright

Michelle Zavarella

With Thanks, Continued
Volunteer Advocates

CASA OF SANTA CRUZ COUNTY         12
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With Thanks,
CASA of Santa Cruz County values all donors and appreciates every one of them for giving what they 

can to our organization. These individuals, businesses, foundations, and government agencies make 

our work possible and enable us to expand to serve more youth in the community. The following donors 

provided a monetary or in-kind gift of $100 or more in our 2021-2022 Financial Year. We are full of 

gratitude. 

Susan Adelmann

Bill and Mari Albanese

Alfaro Family Vineyards

Mary Alsip

Barbara Alston

Amazon Smile Foundation

Eunice AmRhein

Martha Andersen

Leslie and Richard Andrews

Annieglass

CCAH AP

Mary Fran Archer

Aromas 4H

Helen Austin

Zachary Bachmeier

Tricia Baker

Larry Banducci and Consuelo Espana

Bank of America

Josué Barajas

Martin and Barbara Bargetto

Bargetto Winery

Mitchell Elliot Barlas

Sheila Barry

Patricia and William Barton

Tory and Richard Beale

Beauregard Vineyards

Jean and Michael Beebe

Wayne Bellville

Ted Benhari

Bruce Bennett

James Benouis

Richard and Made Berg

Mary and Rudy Bergthold

Berkow, Schechter, & Company LLP

The Bess Family Charitable Fund

Betty Burgers

Bicycle Trip

Mary and Harry Blanchard

Karen Blasing

Stacey Blasing and Alan Spearot

Carla Bolger

Bontadelli Inc.

Susan and Robert Bosso

Rita Bottoms

Branciforte Auto Repair

Jesse and Ziggy Bregman

Lillian Brenwasser

Kathy A. Brewington

Bright Horizon Foundation

Briske Business Inc.

Mindi and Paul Broughton

Jess Brown

Vivian and Michael Brown

Rossana Bruni and Bruce Eisendorf

Janet Bruno

Susan Brutschy

Buck and Mallett Professional Law 
Corporation

Robin and Philip Buckwalter

Budka

Hon. Paul P. Burdick

Jack and Lori Burkett

John and Linda Burroughs

Byington Vineyard

Café Cruz

Sharon and Frederick Caiocca

California CASA Association

California Foundation For Stronger 
Communities

California Judicial Council

Canyon View Capitol

Allen Carman

Carmel Food Tours

Donors

CASA OF SANTA CRUZ COUNTY 13



With Thanks, Continued

Anne and Tom Carr

Patrick and Carla Carstens

Casa Amigos

Maria Castillo

Castro

Chamberlin Family Philanthropy

Change and Innovation Agency

Kate and Fred Chen

Anna Chepourkova

Julia Chiapella and Eric Zigman

Margene Chmyz

Ceil Cirillo

City of Capitola

City of Santa Cruz

City of Watsonville

May and Mike Clark

Club Ed Surf School

Susan Coale

Curt and Carolyn Coleman

Bud and Rebecca Colligan

Kim Comart

Community Foundation Santa Cruz 
County

Congregational Church of Soquel

Hon. Rebecca Connolly

Jimmy Cook and Lucero Robles

Margaret Cook

Richard Cooper

Sharon Cooper

Corralitos Market and Sausage Co

Hon. Christopher Cottle and Marda 
Cottle

Margy Cottle

County of Santa Cruz

Harry Cozad

Mark Cozad

Rosemary and Albert Crevello

Patricia Cruz

Cultured Biker

Mary and Michael Cuoio

Jenny Cyr

Terry and Mark Eastman

Fund

Hon. Leonard Edwards and Margaret 
Edwards

Heather and Paul Egli

Haley Eicholz

Leroy Elkin and Linda Bottarini

Edna Elkins

Judy Kennedy Elliott

Philip Ernstrom

Isaac Escoto

Sesario Escoto and Eva Acosta

Cecilia Espinola

Judy Everett

Eyasco Inc.

Katie Fairbairn

Mina Faye

Perian and Ken Fein

Joel Anne and Mahlon Foote

Frances Henninger Williams Charitable 
Fund

Steven Franich

Lesley Franz

Donors

CASA OF SANTA CRUZ COUNTY         14
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Ashley and Bob Halderman

Maheen Hamid

John Hamstra and Laurie Rivin

Carin Hanna

Susan Hanson

Hardy Quality Air Inc.

Lesley Harris

Lynn and Ron Hawkinson

Linn Hayes

Richard Hays

Amy and Mike Hemmert

Elise Henricks

Heather Henricks

Claire Henry

Marla Henry

Jill Heppner

Jeannie Herrick

The Hideout

Hildinger Charitable Fund

Ron and Evelyn Hirsch

Hopes Closet of Santa Cruz

Khristina Horn

Paul Horvat

Humble Sea

Chris Hundemer

Cherie Hung

Laurie and Peter Hunkel

Susan Hurst

Wendy and Lowell Hurst

Christine Hyde

Marilyn Hyde

Imura Japanese Restaurant

Inner Light Ministries

Interior Vision Flooring

Wendy Jacoby

Jacque and Mary James

Meg Janes and Steve Bontadelli

Jean and Ed Kelly Foundation

Megan Jellinek

Joe Collins Fund

Jenna Johnson

Larry and Lorna Johnson

Rob and Terry Johnson

Helen Jones

Linda Kahler

Kaiser Permanente

Lawrence Kaplan and Fran Lowenhardt

Robert Kaswen

Donors

CASA OF SANTA CRUZ COUNTY 15



With Thanks, Continued

Kayak Connection

KBK Insurance

Fred and Barbara Keeley

Spencer Keenan

Patrice and Bob Keet

Charmaine Kelly

Mary Kelly

Hon. William Kelsay and Claire 
Biancalana

Ken and Susan Cassman Charitable 
Fund

Janet L. Kennedy

Charles and Jacque Kessinger

Trisha and Brandon Kett

Julie and Ralph Kimball

Ted Kirkiles

Arleen Kluger

Mateo Koehler

Patty Kolar

Marilyn and Ken Koll

Peggy Lacey

Suzanne and Sean Lamb

Marian Langdon

Steven Lange and Jim Kellog

Brenda Large

Jane Larson

Melanie and Thomas Larson

Phillip Lee and Sarah Camp

John Lehr

Tom Lehrer

Lynda Leigh

Lenore and Howard Klein Foundation

Margaret Leonard and Clare Sheils

Florence and Keith Lesar

Marcella Ley

Terrie Light

Lance Linares and Laura Sutherland

Live Like Coco Foundation

Alfonso Lobato

The Loewenstern Fund

Vince and Joyce LoFranco

Kathryn Lynch

Fred Mahler

Carol Malispina

Stefanie Malone

Larry Maloney

Richard Maloof

Lyn Malto

Cindy Margolin

Hon. Paul Marigonda and Margaret 
Marigonda

Megan and John Martinelli

Marilyn and Jerry Maurer

Hon. Richard McAdams and Claire 
McAdams

Elizabeth McAshan

Tammy Mcbride

Sandralee and Cassie McCabe

Loree McCawley and Raymond Schmidt

Elizabeth McClure

Ann McCoid

Chris McMahon

Bruce and Mary McPherson

Kathleen Meade

Kathy Meidl

Mele Makana Fund

Russell and Jackie Menk

Cynthia and Teall Messer

Marcia Meyer

Hila and Jacob Michaelsen

Adam Montagna

Monterey Bay Food Tours

Monterey Peninsula Foundation

Hon. Heather Morse

Mount Hermon Adventures

Edwin Munsey

Barbara Murray

Betsy O’Brien

Martina and Will O’Sullivan

Oaktree Property Company

Oceanside Supported Living Inc.

Anne Lynn Oliver

Anne Olson

Carol Olson

Donors

CASA OF SANTA CRUZ COUNTY         16
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Orange County Football Conference

Ellen Ortiz

Joan Osborne

Janis Ost

Earleen Overend and Wayne Palmer

Karen Ow

Ow Family Properties

Anandi Paganini

Pajaro Valley Printing

Parfern Charitable Fund

Bruce Berwald and Janet Parker

Jocelyn Parker

Rodney Parker

Julie Pascal

Betty and Joe Patten

Shelly and Larry Pearson

Joan Pedemonte

Alan Pedlar

Becky Peters

Betty and Eugene Peterson

Petrinovich, Pugh & Company

Kirk and Pat Petrovic

Catherine and Karl Philipovitch

Howard and Shirley Pickle

Janet Platin

Lisa and Mike Plavin

Laurie Proscia

Sarah Prucha

Rodolfo Puente

Robert and Paula Quinn

Radiance Salon & Skincare

Rita Ramirez

Cheryl Rashid

Valerie Rathbone

Rowland and Patricia Rebele

Cynthia and Burt Rees

Kathy Reilly

J. Miles and Rosanne Reiter

Anjubal Riar

Richard and Virginia Strock Family Fund

Richard Schmidt Surf School

Robert Ridder

Liz and Mark Riehl

Vicki Riley

Lark Ritson

Roaring Camp Railroad

Joy and Elio Rodoni

Tobi Rosen

Rotary Club of Watsonville

Shaz Roth

The Ruby Charitable Fund

Carolyn Rudolph

Janet and Phillip Rupp

James and Judy Russell

S. Martinelli and Company

Edward Sanderson

Santa Cruz Ballet Theater

Santa Cruz County Bank

Santa Cruz Mountain Brewing Company

Santa Cruz Pickleball Club

Santa Cruz Seaside Company

Santa Cruz Volunteer Center

Santa Cruz Warriors

Pam Santacroce

Frank and Carol Saveria

James and Christa Scheer

The Scherer Family

Robert C Schilling III

Christine Schneider

Schneider Estates Inc.

Sharon Sclabassi

Scruggs, Spini, & Fulton

Donors

CASA OF SANTA CRUZ COUNTY 17



With Thanks, Continued

Fran and Tom Scully

Laurie and Mark Scurich

Mary Seamount

Karen Semingson

Sharanam Foundation

Mary Shartle and Harry Smeenk

Chris and Maya Sheehy

Scott Shimomura

Shirlen Fund

Bhojwani

Hon. Stephen Siegel

Rebecca Silver

Linda Simpliciano

Scott and Joelle Sipes

Bob Smeenk

Fred and Marcia Smith

Kristin Smith

Ruth Smith

Mary Solari

Solari Mazry Family Fund

Jerry Solomon and Alan Segal

Soquel Vineyards

Anne Marie Sorcenelli

Spokeman Bicycles

Joel and Laurie Spray

St. Andrew Presbyterian Church

Hon. Samuel Stevens and Paty Stevens

Jeanne Stewart

Susan Stewart

Heather Stiles

Street Vaderz and Team Subiechick

Sue Struck

SunRidge Farms

Sunrise Rotary Club of Santa Cruz

Angela Surkis

Esther Sylvan

Jack Sylvan

Charlotte Takemoto

Ruth Talbot

Portia Tanaka

Karen Teeter

Wendy Thompson

Barbara Jean Todd and Ron Albright

Fred and Jan Tomlinson

Tony Hill Memorial Fund

Lynda Tran

Mark Traugott

Bruce Tremayne

Trinity Presbyterian Church

Puiyee Tse

Isabelle Tuncer

Roberta Tupper

Kathleen and Meyer Turken

Loretta Turnipseed

Valencia Creek Farm

Veronica Vanderstoep

Corrie Verbraken

Cindy Vinson

Peggy Banks Volkmann

Joane Volpe

Lynn Wagner

Mary Jo Walker and Kevin Collins

Christine Weir

Pam Weissman

Victoria Wendel

Ma’lis Wendt

John Wescoat

Jack Western

Ken and Sonia Westphal

Kristina Whaley

Leo White

Carol Wilhelmy

Suzanne Helms Williams

Kimani Williams

Andrea and Bruce Willy

Shari Wilson

Vicky and Wally Wilson

Jon and Jill Winston

Melanie Kett Wirtanen

Christina and Bill Wiseman

Susan and Jonathan Wittwer

Cody Curran Work

Donors

CASA OF SANTA CRUZ COUNTY         18
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Janice and John Zappa

Adrienne Zihlman and Jerold 
Lowenstein

Companies Matching 
Employee Donations
Apple

AT&T

Chan Zuckerberg Initiative

Facebook

Intel Foundation

Starbucks Corporation

Donations Made in
Honor or Memoriam
Susan AmRhein

Emily Chorba

Julie Bristol Colwell

Sorcha Strnad Conneely

Jim Cook, Sr.

Bonni Curran

Barbara Ebert

Marianne Ellis 

Scott Ferguson

Robert Frandeen

Jim Hogan 

Buck Hudkins

Cynthia Jordan

Kathi Kennedy

Leola Lapides and Bob Katz

Jean Mahoney

Ray McCawley

Blake Milam

Caroline Montgomery

Janis Ost

Eleni Pappazisis

Jess and Laura Pringle

The Rathbone Family

Mike Roach and Rey Montes

Reynaldo Rosales

Judy Scarabello

Kay Ann Stuart

Alice Talbot

Donors
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We are so grateful for the Friends of CASA, a dedicated group of volunteers, integral to 
the success of CASA’s mission. The Friends help organize, promote, and run the annual 
For the Love of Children luncheon, supporting the CASA Children’s Fund, which purchases  
special items and awards academic scholarships for our community’s foster youth.  The 
Friends are also crucial to the success of the Move for CASA,  mailings, children’s parties, 
and Imagine! Thank you Friends! 

Friends
of CASA

Wendy Hurst, 
Chair 

Bob Smeenk,   

Mary Bergthold, 
Secretary 

Kent Thompson, 
Immediate Past Chair 

Ashley Halderman, 
Helping Hands 

Historian  

Membership  

Ester Sylvan,   
Board Representative 

Patsy Marinelli, 
Luncheon  

Tricia Baker 

Margene Chmyz 

Caroline Currie Lisa Hickman 

Wendy Jacoby 

Meg Janes 

Janet Kennedy 

Patty Kolar 

Peggy Anne Lacey 

Melanie Larson 

Florence Lesar 

Lisa Hall Magee 

Larry Maloney 

Susan Maresco 

Marilyn Maurer 

Loree McCawley 

Teall Messer 

Sue Murphy 

Sara Pope 

Cynthia Rees 

Liz Riehl 

Mary Shartle 

Linda Simpliciano 

Portia Tanaka 

Michelle Zavarella 

VOLUNTEER SPOTLIGHT
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We are so grateful to Christy Licker, owner of Caroline’s Non-Profit Thrift Shop, and her 
dedication to improving the lives of the most vulnerable youth in the community. Christy 
opened Caroline’s in June  2010, just three years after the death of her daughter, Caroline. 
Her hope was to honor the life of Caroline by donating money to local nonprofits with 
programs/services for children and their families. For 10 years, Caroline’s has supported 
CASA of Santa Cruz County, with annual donations totaling $234,500. Our community is 
a better place with Caroline’s in it.  Shop at Carolines Caroline’s where 100% of items sold 
fund nonprofit organizations. - 8047 Soquel Drive, Aptos, CA.

COMMUNITY PARTNER SPOTLIGHT

https://carolinesnonprofit.org/

CASA OF SANTA CRUZ COUNTY 21



22CASA OF SANTA CRUZ COUNTY

Imagine! 
2021
We were so happy to 
gather in person once 
again at Imagine! held on 
Sept 11, 2021. In the spirit 
of inclusion and to reduce 
costs, we moved the event 
to Sesnon House, Cabrillo 
College where many of our 
youth attend college. Our 
celebration of the resilience 
of our community’s foster 
youth during such trying 
times was blessed with 
beautiful weather. We also 

for those unable to attend 

live auction.  
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On May 14, 2022, we held our second annual Move for CASA. Once again, we had 

County Advocates and Supporters hiked at Glenwood Preserve, while the UCSC Kappa 
Alpha Thetas met at Westlake Park for a walk and yoga. Grateful for all the enthusiastic 
support to raise awareness about CASA and almost $19,000! 

Move for CASA 2022 
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In 2022, CASA of Santa Cruz County turned 30 years old! We celebrated our anniversary 

volunteers who have been an intricate part in building CASA of Santa Cruz into the 
wonderful program it is today. Over 130 people came out to celebrate, including former 

food, face painting, shaved ice, and bubbles! 

CASA’s 30th 
Anniversary 
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Boulevard

Watsonville, CA

Return Service 
Requested

Association and the California CASA Association. 

@CASAScruz@CASAofsantacruz@CASAScruz


